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TEACHING STANDARD #1: DESCRIPTION OF PRACTICE FOR ENGAGING AND SUPPORTING ALL STUDENTS IN LEARNING

ELEMENT
1 = Does not Meet Standards
2 = Developing Practice that Partially Meets Standards
3 = Meets Standards
4 = Exemplifies or Exceeds Standards

Connecting students’ prior knowledge, life experience, and interests with learning goals
The teacher makes no connections between the learning goals and the students’ prior knowledge, life experiences, and interests.  The teacher does not elicit student questions or comments during a lesson.
The teacher makes some connections between the learning goals and the students’ prior knowledge, life experiences, and interests.  The teacher elicits some questions from students during a lesson to monitor their understanding.
The teacher makes substantial connections between the learning goals and the students’ prior knowledge, life experiences, and interests.  The teacher elicits and uses students’ questions and comments during a lesson to extend their understanding.
The teacher facilitates as students connect and apply their prior knowledge, life experiences, and interests to new learning and the achievement of learning goals.  The teacher builds on students’ questions and comments during lessons to modify instruction.

Using a variety of instructional strategies to respond to students’ diverse needs
The teacher uses instructional strategies, but they lack variety, are poorly carried out, or are inappropriate to the students or to the instructional goals.  No adjustments are made to respond to students’ needs.
The teacher uses a selection of instructional strategies that are largely appropriate to the students and the instructional goals, but they may lack variety or may not be responsive to students’ needs.
The teacher uses a variety of instructional strategies that are appropriate to the students and the instructional goals.  The teacher carries these strategies out thoughtfully, making some adjustments to respond to students’ needs.
The teacher makes skillful use of a wide repertoire of instructional strategies to engage all students in learning, making adjustments while teaching to respond to students’ needs.

Facilitating learning experiences that promote autonomy, interaction, and choice
Learning experiences are directed by the teacher, permitting no student autonomy, interaction, or choice.
Learning experiences are directed by the teacher and allow limited student autonomy, interaction, and choice.
Learning experiences are facilitated by the teacher to promote constructive interactions, autonomy, and choice, and to encourage and support student involvement in learning.
Learning experiences are facilitated by the teacher and students to promote and support a variety of constructive interactions, autonomy, and choice in the pursuit of significant learning.

Engaging students in problem solving, critical thinking, and other activities that make subject matter meaningful
No learning opportunities are provided for students to engage in problem solving, analysis, or inquiry within or across subject matter areas.
Some learning opportunities are provided for students to engage in problem solving within subject matter areas, but little support is given to develop necessary skills.
Learning opportunities and support are provided for students to engage in problem solving and in investigating and analyzing subject matter concepts and questions within subject matter areas.
Learning opportunities are provided that extend student thinking, and engage and support all students in problem posing, problem solving, inquiry, and analysis of subject matter concepts and questions within or across subject matter areas.

Promoting self-directed, reflective learning for all students
No opportunities are provided for students to initiate their own learning or to monitor their own work.
Students’ learning is directed and monitored by the teacher, and some opportunities are provided for students to reflect on their work individually.
Students are supported in developing the skills needed to monitor their own learning during activities.  Students reflect on and talk about their own work with peers.
Students take initiative for their own learning, and reflect on, talk about, and evaluate their own work with peers.

