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G.A.T.E. Appeal Process 
In special circumstances a teacher may decide to appeal the outcome of the GATE testing results. For these students a portfolio should be submitted on their behalf by a classroom teacher.  A portfolio of exemplary work, work that goes ABOVE AND BEYOND GRADE LEVEL STANDARDS, should be submitted as part of the process for determining eligibility for participation in Santa Maria-Bonita District’s G.A.T.E. Program.  

The portfolio should consist of at least two from the following:
· One piece of authentic, non-scripted writing from the current school year.  For upper elementary and junior high students, this piece should represent outstanding work in literary analysis or argumentative writing.  
· One example of the student’s outstanding ability in math, not daily routine work that has a ceiling of performance.  The piece should demonstrate higher-level thinking, critical thinking, and/or problem solving in this subject matter.
· One example of the student’s NATURAL giftedness and/or talent in one of the following areas: creative ability, leadership ability, artistic ability.  This portfolio piece may look different for each student, i.e., original artwork, a photo of original artwork, a DVD of a performance, objective commentary on leadership ability, etc.

Portfolios will be evaluated by the GATE District Advisory Committee, which consists of the District Coordinator of Curriculum, the District G.A.T.E. Teacher on Special Assignment, an additional school site administrator, and at least four G.A.T.E. certificated classroom teachers.   I appreciate your time and advocacy for your students.  Please fill in and include the following cover sheet with your packet.  Packets are due by THURSDAY, April 2, 2015.
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G.A.T.E. Appeal Packet
Student Name: _________________________________
Student ID #: __________________________________
Teacher Name: ________________________________
Site: __________________________________________
Grade: ________________________________________
Teacher Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
-------------------------------------------------------------
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Decision: Qualified by Appeal / Not Qualified
Notes:
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